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In a Time of Storm 


What progress can we make socially in a day when resources are 
being consumed for defense and young men must give their best 
years to military training? How many congregations, both urban and 
rural, find themselves in situations where growth in numbers seems 
impossible. The Bible shows such frustrating situations and what is 
to be done in them by Christian leaders. Here, for example, is the 
aggressive and tireless apostle to the Gentiles on a vessel which has 
been overwhelmed by a storm and is being beached. 
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“Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast 
four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.” 


Does not that scene fit our apprehensive time? Progress may be 
out of the question; but it is something to anchor and hold on. Nor is 
nothing to be done in such circumstances. The apostle kept everyone 
on board: there were no crippling desertions. That is much when a 
vessel is about to break in pieces. And he kept up their normal life: 
‘| pray you to take some food, for this is for your health.” Maintain- 
ing those aboard in robust vigor is no small achievement. And stand- 
ing before them amid threatening seas, the apostle “gave thanks to 
God.” This is contagious faith which infected his fellow-voyagers. 
“Then were they all of good cheer.’ That scene on a stormy sea with 
a ship in imminent peril fits our world. The poise and courage of St. 
Paul, and the practical steps which he took, guide Christians today. 
Above all, through this scene, the living God, whose he was and 
whom he served, comes to us and speaks his Word to us.—HENRY 
SLOANE COFFIN in Communion through Preaching: The Monstrance 
of the Gospel, just published by Chas. Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. 











Letters to the Editor 





What Is Back of Christmas Giving Anyway? 





Memo to Columbia Merchants 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Surely the memorandum of Columbia mer- 
chants, quoted in the S. C. News Letter 
(OUTLOOK, Dec. 1) must not go unchal- 
lenged, i. e.: ‘The idea of giving, which has 
built the Christmas business season into one 
of the keystones of our national economy, 
does not grow out of the story of the Nativ- 
ity of Christ*, but rather out of the legend of 
St. Nicholas, or Santa Claus."’ 

How wrong can people be! Even a super- 
ficial reading of the Gospels shows the Magi 
bringing their gifts to lay at the feet of the 
Christ-child, and a more careful examination 
will reveal that the Nativity is God's gift to 
the world. ‘‘God so loved .. . that he gave"’ 
—this is the meaning of Christmas. 

Santa is an amiable fellow and the Christ- 
mas season has become one of the keystones 
of our national economy, but the merchants 
of America, no less than the silversmiths of 
Ephesus, must be reminded that the hope of 
the world is the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The solution to the observance of 
Christmas lies not in subtraction but in addi- 
tion, not in taking the Christ out of the 
Christmas season, but in bringing the season 
back to him. 

“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable 
gift''—the reference is not to Santa Claus, 
but to Jesus Christ. 

*Emphasis added by writer. 

HUGH C. HAMILTON. 

Orlando, Fla. 


He Was in a “Northern” Church 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The leadership of your paper in encourag- 
ing union with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and cooperation with world-wide church 
movements deserves favorable comment and 
sanction. 

A few years ago I was doing some gradu- 
ate work at the University of Kentucky. I 
visited various churches in Lexington until I 
found the one I liked best, the Second Pres- 
byterian. After enjoying the services several 
months, my wife came to spend some days 
and informed me, much to my surprise, that 
I was attending the ‘‘Northern’’ church. 
Nothing about the worship had led to this 
distinction. However, as a former Methodist, 
I was unsuspecting 

More recently, it has been my understand- 
ing that the matter of union has been the 
subject of discussion and postponement for 
seventy-odd years. The gains from protracted 
delay certainly aren't very apparent. 

F. DeVERE SMITH. 

Columbia, S. C. 


Group Insurance Plan Still Open 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The program of Group Life Insurance 
adopted by the 1952 General Assembly is 
meeting an obvious need in the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. More than 1,200 are now insured 
in it, and additional applications are being 
received daily. 

The underwriting insurance company has 
agreed to hold open the non-medical entrance 
privilege through December 31, 1952. There- 
after the company reserves the right to re- 
quire applicants to furnish satisfactory evi- 
dence of insurability before extending this 
coverage to them. Furthermore, if an eligible 
church or agency subscribes to the plan on 
or after January 1, 1953, even though satis- 
factory evidence of insurability is furnished, 
the insurance for that church or agency can- 
not become effective until the first of the 
policy year, beginning July 1, 1953. All full- 
time salaried employees of the various 
churches, church agencies and _ institutions 
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should have this insurance provided for them 
by the employing organization. In view of 
these facts, time is important! Act now! 
Already there have been four death claims, 
three of which have been paid and the fourth 
is being prepared. One thing has been made 
crystal-clear as to church employees as a class 
—for the most part they are woefully under- 
insured. This plan of our General Assembly 
can help to meet this need if our churches 
co-operate in it. 
WADE H. BOGGS, Executive Secretary, 
Board of Annuities and Relief 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Friendship Angel 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

When someone says ‘Angel,”’ always 
something very sweet, something unreal, 
something out of this world is meant. The 
“Friendship Angel’’ with her lovely face is 
indeed very sweet but very real and belong- 
ing very much in this world. 

The Friendship Angel was created in the 
Bavarian Alps in 1938, in the darkest hour of 
German history, by a young sculptress, Irené 
Linnebach. Since then the Friendship Angel 
has winged her way all over the globe and 
has, wherever she comes, brought joy and 
happiness. 

In Switzerland the Red Cross sold more 
than 20,000 Friendship Angels in 1948-49 to 
help orphaned children. More than 120,000 
have been made by the eager hands of people 
who have lost home and country. 

The Friendship Angel is 14% inches high 
and made of bright golden or silver foil- 
paper. She has a pleated skirt and her silver 
hair is pulled out in front over her shoulders. 
She holds two tiny candles, one in each of 
her outstretched hands. 

A child in Bern said once, after long 
meditation in front of the Friendship Angel, 
“Do you known what the two small candles 
in the hands of the angels mean? One of 
the candles says, I am bringing joy to you, 
and the other one says, You must also bring 
joy to me."’ 

The Friendship Angel has this’ year 
brought a little sister along: she is only 
half the size, but she has the same lovely 
face and is just the right size to hang on the 
Christmas tree. 

These beautiful Friendship Angels are now 
winging their way across the ocean as sym- 
bols of brotherhood among all people who 
want to live together in peace. 

Wherever the Friendship Angels are sold, 
the proceeds go to help children in distress. 
Here in this country the proceeds go to help 
building friendship everywhere without dis- 
crimination, through ‘‘Friendship Among 
Children and Youth,’ 220 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 1, N. Y. 

The Friendship Angels can be purchased at 
special low prices by organizations, schools 


and church groups. Write for more infor- 
mation. 


GERDA SCHAIRER. 
New York. 


Presbytery in 2002 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

While attending recently, the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the founding of one of our pres- 
byteries, I pictured the next anniversary of 
2002. That is not so far away from us—no 
farther than 1902. We have come a long 
way in improving our meetings since 1907-9 
when I visited many churches and presby- 
teries in 12 Synods. 

The agenda has been streamlined, the 
tempo stepped up, committee reports are 
better prepared, our laymen are way out in 
front in leadership, and the moderator’s 


sermon has been shortened. Old problems 
however are still unsolved. We regret to 
report the sad lamentable condition of fam- 
ily worship among our people.’’ So runs 
the record in the 1908 minutes of this very 
presbytery. 

But what of 2002? 

1. Not all the talking will be done by the 
few. 

2. The Women of the Church will be in- 
vited to send visitors to listen in. This may 
well come in the near future for long before 
2002 we will be having women elders. 

3. Members of the church, where preshy- 
tery meets, will fill up the empty seats. Some 
of our discussions today would interest the 
rank and file, and better planned popular 
meetings (sometimes with visual aids), will 
draw crowds. 

4. The chairman of World Missions will 
make a ten-minute report at each meeting 
(quarterly or semi-annually), showing the 
latest foreign missions news. Such a report 
would require much preparation. Many of 
our ministers do not read the Survey. 

5. Our meetings will be saturated with 
spontaneous prayer. Delegates will expect 
the moderator to call for brief seasons of 
petition and thinksgiving, as the program 
moves on. 

6. A rich devotional service will take the 
place of the moderator’s sermon and we will 
go home saying, ‘‘What a spiritual uplift 
presbytery always gives me!"’ ‘I was glad 
when they said unto me let us go to pres- 
bytery.”’ 

Gastonia, N. C. FRANK A. BROWN. 

EDITORS: Dr. Brown, who served for 
more than forty years as a missionary to 
China, is now retired and serving, just now, 
as temporary supply of the Robinson Me- 
morial church. 


RSV in College Classes 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

We have been using the Revised Standard 
Version here at Austin College for class 
work since shortly after the New Testament 
was published in 1946. It was interesting to 
note in THE OUTLOOK that Trinity and 
Agnes Scott are also using this new version. 
I agree with Dr. Garber that it would be 
interesting to know how many of our col- 
leges are using this version. ... 

W. B.GUERRANT, President. 

Sherman, Texas. 


EDITORS: A poll will be taken. 


PJC Gets Southern Rating 

Presbyterian Junior College of Max- 
ton, N. C., was recently elected to mem- 
bership in the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools at its 
Memphis meeting. 

Acting upon recommendations of 
SACSS officials during the past year, 
PJC has been engaged in a program to 
raise $300,000 in additional endowment, 
with $185,000 raised to date. The effort 
will continue during the early months of 
1953. 
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NCC Looks at Overseas Influence 


New York (Special)—A committee to 
explore the possibilities of better facili- 
ties for preparing American business- 
men, technicians and others for overseas 
service to exert a stronger Christian in- 
fluence has been authorized by the Gen- 
eral Board of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Urging formation of a committee of 
specialists to explore the possibilities 
of better training for U. S. personnel 
going overseas, Fred Field Goodsell, 
executive secretary of the Council’s Di- 
vision of Foreign Missions, reminded 
Board members that Americans abroad 
too often do not give a good impression 
of their own country. 

“In this project we are not especially 
concerned about missionaries,’’ Dr. 
Goodsell said, ‘‘but with businessmen, 
industrialists, educators, Point Four per- 
sonnel and other.’’ 

He cited a number of the problems 
that had worried not only church people 
but also others concerned with interna- 
tional relations: 


—absence of Christian worship and ex- 
pression among those on foreign duty; 

—the impression in other countries that 
Americans are concerned largely with 
personal self-indulgence and material 
things; 

—the frequent failure to apply the 
tenets of Christianity in contacts with 
foreign peoples; 

—the preoccupation with showing for- 
eign visitors the material side of our 
culture and overlooking the spiritual and 
moral forces that backed America’s de- 
velopment; 

—the need for a broader understand- 
ing, both of Communism and of the way 
in which democracy with its ‘‘power 
plant’’ of Christianity, provides the con- 
structive alternative. 


Good News Coverage 


In presenting the ‘‘Public Relations 
Task of the Council’’ Joseph E. Boyle, 
chairman of the Central Department of 
Public Relations, told board members 
that ‘‘Never before has the cooperative 
Christian movement been so widely pub- 
licized in the daily press as during these 
past two years since the National Coun- 
cil came into being.”’ 

An active Episcopalian layman, Mr. 
Boyle is vice-president in charge of pub- 
lic relations of one of the country’s larg- 


est advertising agencies (J. Walter 
Thompson Co.). 
In connection with some _ technical 


changes brought before the Board by 
the Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws, Francis Harmon, of the Appraisal 
Committee, commented that the percent- 
age by laymen, women and young people 


in the Council’s representation was ‘‘in- 
adequate.”’ 

Out of the General Board’s 125 mem- 
bers, 93 or nearly three-fourths, Mr. 
Harmon said, were ordained; out of the 
85 Board members appointed by the de- 
nominations, he added, 72 were ordained, 
or more than four-fifths. 

Mr. Harmon, a Baptist layman and 
chairman of the Committee on Inter- 
pretation, strongly urged a greater pro- 
portion of laity and young people, both 
in the General Assembly and the Gen- 
eral Board. 


Mrs. Phelps to Council Meeting 


Mrs. Norwood Phelps, a member of 
the First church, Jacksonville, Fla., and 
of the General Assembly’s Board of 
Christian Education, has been named by 
the Assembly’s Moderator, Wm. A. Alex- 
ander, to take the place of the late Mrs. 
C. S. Harrington at the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches in Lucknow, India. She is 
now en route to the meeting. 


Mrs. Harrington 
Dies in Houston 


Estelle Porter Harrington, 63, a leader 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., died 
at her home in Houston, Texas, Dec. 3. 
Mrs. Harrington had been a leader in 
the women’s work of the church and was 
one of the denomination’s three principal 
members on the World Council of 
Churches. She was one of two women 
on the important central committee of 
the World Council. 


Austin Seminary Buys Home 
Of Texas University President 


The former home of the president of 
the University of Texas has been pur- 
chased by Austin Seminary. It will 
be used as a dormitory for the new lay 
school which has been approved by the 
four controlling synods — Texas, Loui- 
siana, Arkansas and Oklahoma. 

The new property is immediately ad- 
jacent to the seminary campus on the 
west and is looked upon as a valuable 
addition. The lot is 75 feet by approxi- 
mately 500 and adjoins the park prop- 
erty where the seminary’s new apart- 
ment units have been built. 


Commission Asks Chapel Hill 
Officers and Pastor to Resign 


Orange Presbytery Group Presents 12-Page Report on 
Church at University of North Carolina after Six Months 


The elders, deacons and pastor of the Chapel Hill, N. C., church have been asked 
to resign in a body by a commission of Orange Presbytery. 

This request, transmitted orally to the 23 officers, does not appear in a 12-page 
mimeographed report made by the commission to the officers following a six-months 


study of the Chapel Hill situation. 

Some of the officers have questioned 
the authority of the commission to ask 
for the mass resignation since it was 
appointed to investigate and report back 
with its recommendations to the presby- 
tery. 

The resignations were asked a week 
before a meeting of the commission 
was scheduled to be held with the con- 
gregation on the following Sunday. Only 
a few of the officers are not profes- 
sors or members of the staff of the 
University of North Carolina. All but 
two of them were interviewed by the 
commission during its’ investigation. 
These two were former UNC President 
Frank P. Graham, now on the United 
Nations staff, and David Sessoms, Ca- 
tawba College administration official, 
both of whom have been away from 
Chapel Hill for some months. 

On the following Sunday the commis- 
sion appealed to the congregation to 


accept its recommendations. It said it 
was also willing to follow essentially the 
counter proposal of the officers—retire- 
ment of some officers according to the 
present plan of limited tenure, a study 
course for all officers and conformation 
to the ordination requirements. 

The church was also told that if it 
severed its pastoral relationship it would 
then restore the confidence of the pres- 
bytery and would be in a position to 
receive adequate financial support from 
the synod. 

Congregational discussion was set for 
the following Sunday. As members left 
the church they received mimeographed 
copies of a statement by the officers with 
their comments on the original report 
with resolutions supporting pastor and 
officers. 





Seen as Old Problem 


The church’s problem, according to 








the commission, is one of long standing, 
as it says, ‘‘There has been little change 
in this church respecting its attitude 
toward Presbyterianism in 25 years.’’ 
The commission sees ‘‘a lack of con- 
cern for Presbyterianism as such”’ dur- 
ing that entire period and it says, ‘‘Care- 
lessness respecting the administration 
of the Sacraments is not a new thing 
in this church. Unbaptized persons 
were received into the church on pro- 
fession without baptism before the ad- 
vent of Mr. (Charles M.) Jones’ 12 
years ago. 


In its report, the commission says: 


“The outstanding characteristics (of 
the church), according to officers and 
members, is the spiritual atmosphere 
generated by and centered in the pulpit 
ministry of this church. It is a spiritual 
atmosphere in which widely separated 
theological viewpoints feel equally at 
home. It is a spiritual atmosphere which 
is Christ-centered in the sense that it 
finds its ultimate sanction in the value 
and reasonableness of the teachings of 
Jesus. The Christ of this atmosphere 
is admittedly neither the Christ of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith nor of 
the Apostles’ Creed, neither of which 
coincides with the theological convic- 
tions of the majority of the officers. The 
church declares that it is not interested 
in denominationalism in general nor 
Presbyterianism as such, but rather in 
the practical application of Christianity 
in terms of an active demonstration of 


Christian brotherhood. .. . 


“Tt is a church that seems to depend 
for its vitality to an unusual degree 
upon the person of its minister, who is 
viewed by many as the very embodi- 
ment of Jesus and whose humility and 
devotion are at once a personification 
of true religion to its members and the 
ideal towards which they strive.” 


The commission mentions ‘stormy 
periods’ in the church’s life. It tells 
of a group, most of whom have no 
church affiliation in Chapel Hill, now 
petitioning presbytery to organize an- 
other Presbyterian church there. It 
says that ‘outstanding Presbyterian 
students on the campus have turned 
from this church to others in their 
search for a church home’”’ while ‘‘hun- 
dreds of other students flock to the regu- 
lar services and testify that they have 
had their religious doubts settled here, 
their spiritual needs met.’’ 


The officers, according to the com- 
mission, have ‘‘a keen and active in- 
terest in the practice of religion’’ but, 
at the same time, are ‘‘unusually un- 
informed respecting the _ soteriological 
tenets (doctrines of salvation) of the 
historic Presbyterian faith.”’ 


Tributes Paid Pastor 


The pastor. who is now on leave in 
charge of a ‘“‘pilot experiment’’ for the 





No. 11 ina series on RSV changes 


Jesus was very explicit about the 
matter. We were to love the breth- 
ren as God has loved us. 


Something profounding transform- 
ing took place along the Damascus 
road, when the killer was changed 
into a lover of the saints. And pre- 
cisely that transformation is the 
miracle this old world needs, if its 
feet are ever to be set upon the way 
of peace. 


“IT could find all manner of flaws 
in his logic, and some of the rea- 
sons which seemed to carry so much 
weight with him appeared little 
better than ridiculous to me. But I 
could not resist the Christlikeness of 
the man. I could find no answer to 
that argument.’’ So spoke a highly 
intellectual businessman who has 
given his heart to Christ, joined the 
church, and was sitting every Sun- 
day under the ministry of a very 
ordinary preacher. Ordinary, that 
is, in matters of scholarship, learn- 
ing, and preaching skills. He was 
far from ordinary—very extraordi- 
nary in fact—in the quality of the 
life he lived in Christ Jesus. 





Christlikeness Has No Competition 
By ROY L. SMITH 


I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.—Philippians 1:8 RSV. 
I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.—KJV. 


This world has never found a 
satisfactory substitute for simple 
Christlikeness. The fact is that the 
pagan world felt, somehow instinc- 
tively, that God was expressing his 
great love through Paul and this 
explains the great Apostle’s amaz- 
ing skill in planting the church in 
scores of the great cities of the 
ancient world. It was more than a 
pretty phrase he used when he said, 
in his famous thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians, ‘‘Love never 
fails.” He had tried the principle 
out and had found that it worked. 
It was his love for the world and 
the saints which had made him the 
success he had become. His love 
was like that of Christ’s. 

There is a tremendous outreach 
in the word “‘yearn.”’ It is as though 
the heart of the preacher was under 
a terrible strain, to the point of 
actual suffering. There is something 
just a little reminiscent of the sweat 
that dropped off the Master’s brow 
as though it had been drops of blood. 

Let any church love its community 
in that fashion, and something is 
certain to happen. 











Save-the-Children Foundation in Kings- 
port, Tenn., is said by the commission 
to be 


“deeply loved by the vast majority 
of the active officers and members... 
Should something happen to them they 
could think of no one they would prefer 
taking their children to rear than Mr, 
Jones. There are those who have known 
the comfort of his presence in trouble 
or sickness; others who have had mental 
and spiritual problems solved under his 
the comfort of his presence in trouble 
have been taken into his home. People 
who have needed help have found it in 
him . .. He has not been stayed, in 
his efforts to present to his people a 
picture of practical religion at work, by 
criticism or threats. He presents a face 
to the world which is respected by a 
great many outside his immediate con- 
gregation. Many indicate that, in their 
opinion, he is the ‘finest Christian in 
the community.’ ”’ 


Although the commission did not hear 
Mr. Jones preach, it quotes some hearers 
as describing him as 


“without a peer in American Prot- 
estantism today. His sermons. are 
earnest, simple discussions of practical 
problems, largely ethical in content. A 
great many of his hearers feel that he 
comes to grips with spiritual problems in 
their own experience and helps them 
find a way out. Certainly for those who 
look upon this as their church home, the 
pulpit ministry occupies the central 
place of interest and importance.”’ 


Chief criticisms lodged against the 
pastor, says the commission, are ‘‘gen- 
erally speaking, theologically oriented.” 


“Being Christian vs. Presbyterian”’ 


A central emphasis recurring in the 
thought of the church’s members, oOffi- 
cers and pastor, according to the re 
port, is 


“a controlling philosophy of religion. 
This philosophy might be variously ex- 
pressed: That being a Christian is more 
important than being a Presbyterian; or 
that doctrinal radicalism is of less im- 
portance than whether or not individuals 
shall be free to worship God as they 
please; or that doctrines are affirma- 
tions that grow out of an individual’s 
or a nation’s religious experience; or 
that a man’s experience of God is the 
material out of which he formulates 
his doctrines about God.”’ 


In its concluding statement, the com- 
mission expresses its feeling 


“that the pastor, the officers of this 
church, or the members (to the extent 
they reflect their spiritual leaders) have 
not always been true to the record of 
God’s Revelation as it is interpreted in 
our denominational standards. We real- 
ize the seriousness of the charge, but 
it is simply a reflection of the serious- 
ness with which we view the discrepan- 
cies in faith and polity that we have 
found.”’ 


Commission members are: Ministers: 
Greensboro; G. D. Jackson, now of Win- 
chester, Va.; G. Aiken Taylor, Burling- 
ton; J. C. Whitley, Leaksville. Elders: 
E. F. Andrews, F. L. Knight, C. W. 
Perry, D. J. Walker and M. E. Yount. 

At the present time, during the pas- 
tor’s leave of absence, Robt. J. McMul- 
len, long-time missionary to China, is 
serving as supply pastor. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ We have long known the gospel of peace and goodwill, but consider .. . 


Is Christianity Disruptive? 


HEN Christianity is actually used 

against evil it is disruptive. 

Against ignorance, superstition, 
prejudice, greed, oppression, fear, hate 
and many other bad things, Christianity 
can be most disruptive. Not many 
Christians, I suppose, are likely to dis- 
agree here. We remember Jesus’ clear 
words, ‘“‘Do not think that I have come 
to bring peace on earth: I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword’’ 
(Matt. 10:34). 


But is our Christianity today, ‘‘West- 
ern’ Christianity, disruptive also of 
things that are good in our society, 
and in the changing non-Christian so- 
cieties where it is working? Disruptive 
of the bad as it should be, does it fail 
in any major sense to be constructive 
of the good, particularly of the needed 
new good in new Christian societies? 


It seems to me the answer must be 
yes, that ‘‘Western’’ Christianity has 
failed and is failing to be as construc- 
tive as it could and should be of the new 
good in these new Christian societies 
that are developing. Such failure in its 
constructive role means that Christianity 
is carrying its disruptive power beyond 
the bad, where it should operate, and 
into the good, where its great disruptive 
power against evil ought to be changed 
completely into constructive power, as 
Jesus on so many other occasions clearly 
taught and demonstrated. 

If Christianity is carrying its disrup- 
tive power into the good, it is giving 
aid to its own possible destruction. If 
this be the truth, we face in it a serious, 
indeed a basic, challenge to world Chris- 
tianity and to human society. 


Africa Is an Example 


To examine the truth of this, let us 
examine Africa a bit. In a number of 
ways Africa is an illuminating example 
of a new, in certain respects the newest, 
changing society. And while it is not at 
all a simple society and we must guard 
always against any “‘simple, child-like’’ 
preconception of it, yet it is a primal 
society, now in primary change before 
our eyes, and as such it is a good so- 
ciety to examine for our present pur- 
poses. 

As a primal society it is an animistic 
communal society such as our ancestors 
and nearly all other peoples have gone 
through a varying number of generations 
ago. It is a primal society which is now 
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in contact with Christianity nearly every- 
where. Its quantitative response to Chris- 
tianity has been greater to date than in 
other non-Christian areas, and indeed 
than in all other non-Christian areas 
put together. (Statistics indicate 21 mil- 
lion professing Christians in the 150 mil- 
lion population in Africa, and 20 million 
in perhaps a billion and a half popula- 
tion in all the rest of the non-Christian 
world.) The speed of that response also 
has been greater than ever before in his- 
tory. It has occurred in about three gen- 
erations of contact between Christianity 
and an almost completely animistic com- 
munal society. 

Because of this volume and speed of 
change, some of the qualitative char- 
acteristics of the change can be rather 
more clearly seen in African society 
than elsewhere. 


Others Involve the Issue 


In examining these quality character- 
istics and their causes there is an Africa- 
based fact of great importance which 
must be accepted by Easterners: that 
members of the missionary group are 
not regarded by animists as by any 
means the sole representative of West- 
ern Christianity in Africa. Christianity 
is not measured, either for good or bad, 
by missionary action alone. Government, 
industry, commerce, science, military 
and other Western personnel, and their 
lives, beliefs and actions, in the eyes of 
animist Africans also represent Chris- 
tianity. 


This is a key fact in our present 
examination. For Westerners to com- 
prehend that fact and to become able 
better to use it in the future would be 
to solve puzzles now baffling, to open 
doors now locked and to free power 
now shackled. 


For that key comes out of the primary 
instincts and beliefs of man and society, 
beliefs perhaps more clearly seen in 
Africa today than elsewhere—that life 
is a whole, is a oneness, that it embraces 
all of the concerns as well as all of the 
members of the ‘“‘tribe,’’ and that first 
and foremost in this whole, acknowl- 
edged and accepted by all the members, 
is illumination, guidance and control by 
the spiritual elements of this whole. All 
the members are a part of this whole. 
The spiritual forces guide all the mem- 
bers in all their concerns. The actions 
of all the members reflect the true value 
of these spiritual forces. Therefore the 
true nature of this new spiritual force, 
Christianity, is to be seen by regarding 


the actions of all the members of its 
“‘tribe.”’ 

Now it is precisely here that it seems 
to me Western Christianity continues to 
be, powerfully and shockingly, a disrup- 
tive rather than a constructive force in 
African society. We Westerners make 
allowances and differentations in our 
minds between Christianity as repre- 
sented, at least ideally, by missionaries, 
and Christianity as often represented by 
Western government, industry, com- 
merce, science, military personnel and 
action. This is to say, we acknowledge 
that Christianity does not control the 
“‘secular’’ acts of many professing Chris- 
tians; we are prepared for the separa- 
tion of our religion from many large, 
powerful segments of our life. 


It Puzzles Them 


Animist Africans generally are not 
prepared for this. And Christian Afri- 
cans today, many of them, as they grad- 
ually become aware of this Western- 
accepted separation of religion from so 
much of ife, are made increasingly un- 
certain, insecure, baffled, frustrated, 
critical or rebellious by a religion which 
is so inadequately conceived or partially 
practiced by its followers that the whole- 
ness, the oneness of a new life illu- 
mined, guided and controlled in all its 
aspects by the new and most promising 
spiritual power they have ever glimpsed, 
seems all but gone. 

For the African wants a whole life, the 
spiritual guiding all. Every primary 
society has wanted that as it has ad- 
vanced. Many of the advanced, non- 
Christian societies have maintained this 
wholeness to a considerable degree. 

It has been left for Christianity, the 
greatest spiritual force on earth (and 
that means the greatest force on earth) 
to split itself, to admit and widen a 
division between the “‘spiritual’’ and the 
“‘secular,’’ between religion and life. 
Here is a powerful disruptive force of 
Christianity in African] ife, in the new 
society there growing. More and more 
Africans are becoming aware of it. 

Until now Christianity has been a 
great force in African life. It has been 
part of the drive for the ‘‘opening”’ of 
Africa in this past century. It was the 
Christian conscience of Europe which 
stimulated response to David Living- 
stone’s appeal to rid the ‘dark conti- 
nent’”’ of the ‘‘open sore’’ of the world— 
slavery, which America and Europe had 
helped spread and commercialize in 
Africa in the two centuries preceding. 
The Christian dynamic in Europe has 
been in large part the reason for the 
progressively good changes in colonial 
policy. 

Christianity has been the basic ele- 
ment in the initial freeing of the in- 








dividual in African society, in enabling 
him to step out of the possessive, tight 
and rather uncreative communal society 
and to begin to develop his individual 
potential. 

Christian education of the widest range 
has been the pioneer in thousands of 
African communities—literacy, the three 
Rs, medicine and public health, agricul- 
ture and rural development, trades, pro- 
fessions, nearly the whole range of hu- 
man concerns. It still carries perhaps 
80 per cent of the total educational load 
in Africa south of the Sahara. 


Christianity has probably done more 
than any other power to draw Afri- 
cans together across tribal and current 
European political lines. 


It has helped countless Africans to a 
personal spiritual understanding and 
commitment which is of the highest 
value to the individual and society. 

All this and many like things Chris- 
tianity has helped the African to do. It 
may be that the Christian gospel has 
never operated better in these elements 
than in the primal society of Africa. 

But in the view of many Africans and 
foreigners Christianity brings from the 
West into Africa the disruptive and 
greatly weakening separation, of vary- 
ing degrees, between the spiritual and 
the secular, between religion and large 
sectors of life. I should judge that to a 
good many thousands of African lead- 
ers, Christians and non-Christians, cleri- 
cal and lay, the gradual discovery of 
this Western-accepted separation is a 
disillusionment and shock of the first 
magnitude. 


They See Examples 


For it runs against what is probably 
the most cohesive of their experiences 
in animism—the wholeness of life and 
the illuminating and guiding power of 
their animistic spirits in that ‘‘whole’’ of 
life; and also against their reading of 
Jesus’ teaching and acting as recorded 
in the New Testament. It is against our 
reading of the New Testament, too, 
isn’t it? 

This separation between religion and 
life is seen in some very obvious ways, 
the Africans think. There is racial dis- 
crimination, rising from very slight 
touches of it in some parts of Africa 
straight up to apartheid in South Africa, 
where the ultimate—at least thus far in 
human experience—is being attempted: 
the absolute forced physical separation 
of each race from the other. 


Is this what our Lord meant by the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of men? 


Then there is the economic exploita- 
tion of past experience in Africa, still 
continued in some places—are Christian 
forces in Africa and overseas really 
unable to stop this, the African asks, or 
are they not trying? Is it outside the 
domain of ‘‘spiritual’’ Christianity? 

Likewise the political totalitarianisms 
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still existing in some parts of Africa 
governed by Christian countries, and 
their battalions of forced labor, their 
cruel injustices to individuals and 
groups, with no redress—does Christian- 
ity have no relationship and no power in 
such matters? The church is present in 
these territories: it knows of these 
things. What does it do? 

These are visible things. 
African queries. 


They raise 


Relation to Mother Earth 


Then there is a whole realm of less 
tangible relationships, of far-reaching 
importance in African life, about which 
Christianity has provided grossly inade- 
quate illumination and actions: the re- 
lationship to land, to the Mother Earth 
of the African people. 

Animist communal Africans in general 
regard Mother Earth as the producer of 
all life, the sustainer of all life and the 
recipient of all life. It is the great life 
storehouse of all values and powers. 

Every move in clearing, planting, till- 
ing, harvesting, in preparing all food 


The challenging need of 
African Christians and of 
Africa is a strong church, and 
a free church. To be truly 
strong and free in Africa, it 
must be African. And it must 
be an adventurous society of 
the saving, concerned with the 
saving of the whole of life.— 
EMORY ROSS in African 
Heritage. 


from the earth and in eating or storing 
it, in fishing, hunting, mining, clothing, 
building, razing, moving, initiating new 
members of the secret societies and 
marrying, dancing, dying upon it, bury- 
ing, making fetishes and charms out of 
it and its products, worshipping its rocks, 
trees, pools, hills, beasts—life’s whole 
relationship to the earth is spirit-based 
and spirit-guided. The communal pos- 
session and use of the land by the whole 
tribe seems a basic necessity and is a 
deeply spiritual relation. 

Africans are prepared to find in Chris- 
tianity an even deeper and more satis- 
fying spiritual relationship to land and 
to all the mass of daily needs and acts 
related to the land and its boundless 
stores of life’s necessities — which in- 
clude, for them, practically every need 
of life. 

But only in part, small part, do they 
get this from the West. For the West 
has very largely lost a spiritual inter- 
pretation of man’s relation to land and 
food and water and shelter and clothing 
and recreation. It has lost this in the 
scientific and industrial, in the mass 
production and mass distribution, in the 
secular intellectual approach the West 
makes to almost all of life. 





Only after two World Wars in one 
generation and a plague of isms of un- 
precedented mass and threat, each 
promising to do many of the things 
Christianity holds but Christians neglect, 
is our Western world perhaps awakening 
to its tremendous loss and danger in so 
separating religion from life as we have. 


Errors Are Repeated 

Emerging Africans of our generation 
see it rather more clearly and acutely, 
I should judge. And they are seriously 
questioning Western Christian life as 
they observe it. For they see it as being 
disruptive in their lives not only of the 
bad but of some of the good. In so far 
as this is true it is failing to build true 
Christian community in Africa. It is 
repeating the great errors of the West. 


It is making for weakness, perhaps 
for its own eventual downfall through 
the failures of professing Christians. 


Among Western-educated African 
Christian leaders of our day, lay and 
clerical, I believe we have useful allies 
for better applied Christianity. But the 
better application cannot be done in 
Africa alone. It must be done in North 
America and Europe too. And in South 
America, and the Near and Middle East, 
and in as much of the Far East as we 
can now reach. For if Christianity is 
global in man’s life it is also global in 
man’s world. It must no more be con- 
fined to geographical areas than to sec- 
tors of life. 

Two promising studies are being initi- 
ated in this matter in Africa. The In- 
ternational Missionary Council has asked 
the Africa Committee of the Division of 
Foreign Missions of the National Council 
of Churches to guide a study of the 
preparation of the Christian ministry in 
certain non-British areas in Africa. How 
to aid the African church to use our 
Lord’s gospel to illumine, guide and 
control all of life will be a central aim 
of this study. Professor M. Searle Bates, 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
and Professor Bengt G. T. Sundkler, 
Uppsala University, Sweden, and an 
African colleague soon to be announced, 
will begin this section of the study next 
June. 

The Phelps-Stokes Fund, New York, is 
considering a study of the changing 
racial, economic and political conditions 
in Africa south of the Sahara, and the 
relation of the Christian church and mis- 
sion to them. The subject matter of 
this article would have most careful 
attention in such a study. 

President James R. Killian, Jr., of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
has recently said over Edward R. Mur- 
row’s nation-wide radiocast that ‘‘the 
good life rests upon a working partner- 
ship between the materialism of science 
and the spiritualism of religion.’’ 

Africa may prove a good place to try 
this out. Africans say aid us in remov- 
ing a disruptive element in Christianity 
that causes great damage. For material 
wealth is not all that Africa possesses. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Woodrow Wilson Said It 


By H. H. SMITH, SR.* 


Wilson was a master of style and 

could make his sentences strike 
sledge-hammer blows. In his biography 
of Wilson, Dr. W. E. Dodd said: 


S A WRITER and speaker Woodrow 


“Wilson is a master of the art of stir- 
ring the feelings of vast multitudes. He 
is perhaps not a great orator, but he is 
the most consummate master of con- 
vincing statement known to American 
history, with the possible exception of 
Abraham Lincoln. His statements read 
like perfect demonstrations in mathe- 
matics. There is no appeal from them 
but by a confession of the meaner mo- 
tive of one’s nature.’’ 


Most of the quotations given here, are 
found as mottoes in the chapter head- 
ings of Josephus Daniels’ interesting life 
of Wilson, and are quoted by permission. 

“My best training came from my 
father.’’ (His father was a Presbyterian 
minister.) 

“No man can be just who is not free.’’ 

“It is service that dignifies, and serv- 
ice only.’’ 

“The duty of statesmanship is not neg- 
ative merely. It is constructive also.”’ 

“In the affairs of a great nation we 
plan and labor, not for the present only, 
but for the long future as well.”’ 

“The President is at liberty, both in 
law and conscience, to be as big a man 
as he can.”’ 

“I have not read history without ob- 
serving that the greatest forces in the 
world and the only permanent forces are 
the moral forces.’’ 

“Our civilization cannot survive ma- 
terially unless it be redeemed spirit- 
ually.”’ 

“If our predecessors have played poli- 
tics with the diplomatic service, is that 
any reason that we should do likewise?”’ 

“We are not trying to keep out of 
trouble; we are trying to preserve the 
foundation on which peace can be built.”’ 

“If we think too much about being re- 
elected, it is very difficult to be worth 
re-electing.”’ 

“All the world is looking to us for 
inspiration and leadership, and we will 
not deny it to them.”’ 

“Let us remind ourselves that to be 
human, is for one thing, to speak and 
act with a certain tone of genuineness, a 
quality mixed of spontaneity of intelli- 
gence.”’ 

“The test of every American must 
always be, not where he is, but what 
he is.’’ 

“I believe in the ordinary man. If I 
did not believe in the ordinary man, I 
would move out of a democracy and, if 
I found an endurable monarchy, I would 
live in it.’’ 

“The very conception of America is 
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based upon the validity of the judgment 
of the average man.”’ 


“The way to success in this great 
country, with its fair judgments, is to 
show that you are not afraid of anybody 
except God and his final verdict.’ 


“The college should seek to make the 
men whom it receives something more 
than excellent servants of trade or 
skilled practitioners of a profession.’’ 

“T summon all honest men, all pa- 
triotic, all forward-looking men to my 
side, God helping me, I will not fail 
them.”’ 

“The cause of peace and the cause of 
truth are of one family. Whatever has 
been accomplished in the past is petty 
compared to the glory of the promise of 
the future.”’ 


Church Support for the 
Sunday School 


This important statement of policy originated with the General Assembly’s 


Superintendents’ Council and the Assembly’s Children’s Work Council. 


The Board of 


Christian Education has now approved it (OUTLOOK, Nov. 3) the General Council 
has approved it (OUTLOOK, Nov. 24) and is expected to recommend it to the Gen- 


eral Assembly. 

1. Each church should support its 
church school (including the Sunday 
school, second sessions, vacation school, 
etc.) financially through its church bud- 
get. The church school leaders should 
present to the Board of Deacons a bud- 
get for the expenses of operating the 
church school; this budget should be in- 
corporated into the total current expense 
budget of the church; all expenses of the 
church school should be paid out of 
funds from the church treasury. 

2. Each pupil of the church school 
should be encouraged to make a pledge 
to the total budget of the church, and 
each person making such a_ pledge 
should be provided with offering en- 
velopes which may be presented at any 
service he may attend. For children, 
special pledge cards which provide a 
place for the signature of the parents 
should be made available. In some 
cases special envelopes for children may 
be desired. In every case individual 
records should be kept for children just 
as for adults. 

8. All offerings of the departments and 
classes and other groups in the church 
school should be remitted promptly to 
the treasurer of the church. These of- 
ferings should be used for current ex- 
penses and for benevolences in accord- 
ance with the church budget, so that 
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every person contributing actually con- 
tributes to the total work of the church. 
(A division of 50% to current expenses 
and 50% to benevolences is suggested as 
a goal for the church budget.) 

4. Pupils should be kept informed of 
the use of money they give in the church 
school. Church school leaders’ should 
keep themselves informed concerning the 
church’s program, so as to be able to 
present to their pupils the financial pro- 
gram of the church, including local 
church, presbytery, synod, and Assem- 
bly causes. 

5. Where adult classes have their own 
treasuries and projects, they should be 
urged to include all items of their ex- 
penses and benevolences in the budget 
of the church to be approved by the 
Board of Deacons and the Session. 

6. These policies of finance and stew- 
ardship education have been developed 
for the Pioneer and Senior High Fellow- 
ships through the Unified Youth Budget, 
a plan approved by the 1950 General As- 
sembly. 
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EDITORIAL 


THE CHAPEL HILL CASE 


Not only our entire church but the gen- 
eral public as well is watching with keen 
interest to see how Orange Presbytery 
will solve the problem which has arisen 
in connection with the Chapel Hill church. 
Far-reaching interests are involved in 
this situation. An unwise and hasty solu- 
tion will do serious harm to the reputa- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church and to 
the progress of the Kingdom—in Chapel 
Hill and far beyond—for many years to 
come. A wise solution will reflect credit 
upon all parties concerned and may even 
stimulate the growth of the churuch. 

In the light of available information 
two general areas of agreement appear: 

1. Irregularities in the conduct of the 
church’s work, which the commission 
points out as demanding correction, seem 
to have marked the life of this congre- 
gation for many years. A _ presbytery 
is required to examine the records of all 
Sessions annually. Why Orange Presby- 
tery has overlooked actions for 25 years 
which its commission now points to as 
irregular is difficult to understand. 

2. An additional Presbyterian church 
is needed in Chapel Hill, as the commis- 
sion recognizes and recommends. The 
present church has won the devoted 
loyalty of many able men and women 
who would not be attracted in the same 
measure by the traditional type of serv- 
ice and activity. However, since many 
other Presbyterians appear not to feel 
at home in the present church and de- 
sire the more customary Presbyterian 
procedure, this second church obviously 
should be established. 


There is some question as to what the 
present commission was authorized to 
do. Daily papers speak of the commis- 
sion as though it had the full power of 
presbytery and were able, therefore, to 
dissolve the relations between pastor, of- 
ficers and people. This is apparently an 
error. A presbytery has the power to 
dissolve such relations if ‘‘the interests 
of religion imperatively demand it.”’ A 
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commission, however, does not possess 
such power unless the presbytery has 
specifically granted it. In this case the 
presbytery’s records show that the com- 
mission was ‘‘empowered to investigate 
thoroughly the total situation in the 
Chapel Hill church and to report back 
to the presbytery.’’ This being true, the 
Session seems to be justified in challeng- 
ing the right of the commission to de- 
mand the resignation of pastor and of- 
ficers. The commission certainly cannot 
enforce such resignations, unless it has 
been given greater authority than the 
presbytery’s minutes indicate. 

There are also questions which are 
raised by many of the findings of the 
commission. There can be no doubt that 
it has attempted to do its job conscienti- 
ously and fairly, and for this it should 
be commended. But there are many 
things in the long report which are the 
sort of thing which could be said about 
almost any church. For example, what 
value can we attach to the criticism of 
some who are quoted as saying that the 
church school classes ‘‘are essentially 
play periods and that a strong Biblical 
basis for the lesson material is miss- 
ing’’? This sort of thing is said by un- 
informed people in almost every church. 
Or look at the criticism that the church 
does not reach a majority of the Pres- 
byterian students on the campus. Could 
not a like criticism be leveled against 
any other church working on a univer- 
sity campus? Once more, is it possible 
to determine the theological position of 
a Presbyterian elder in a fifteen-minute 
interview? Our Book of Church Order 
does not provide for the sort of condem- 
nation which has followed in this case 
but it rather defines, in the most careful 
manner, the procedure which is to be 
followed. Certainly the church has a 
right to be heard in its own defense be- 
fore final judgments are pronounced. Or 
take the statement that being a Chris- 
tian is more important than being a 
Presbyterian which the commission looks 
upon as being the crux of the matter. 
We should like to think that all Presby- 
terian ministers might be guilty of the 
same charge. 

The forced resignation of pastor and 
officers would not seem to be the wisest 
solution of this problem. Mr. Jones is 
widely regarded by those who know him 
as a man of truly Christ-like spirit. His 
Session has loyally supported him under 
many trying situation in this important 
university center. If their resignations 
were demanded, many people in Chapel 
Hill and elsewhere would inevitably con- 
clude that they were being driven from 
the Presbyterian Church because they 
believe that Peter was right when he 
said that God is no respecter of persons 
and because they have had the courage 
to act on this belief. The Presbyterian 
Church will suffer immeasureably if this 
opinion is given an opportunity to de- 
velop. 

Fortunately—providentially, it may be 
—the officers themselves have pointed a 
way out. Their offer provides for an 
orderly way to correct the irregularities 
which have arisen (due in most cases, ac- 
cording to reliable sources, to ignorance 
or oversight rather than to set purpose) 
without disrupting the life of the church 
and without causing a scandal whose 
serious consequences will extend far be- 
yond Chapel Hill. It is encouraging to 
know that the commission looks with 
favor upon this course of action. 

The officers point out that in accord- 
ance with the limited term system, the 
retirement of a number of elders and 
deacons is near at hand; then the con- 
gregation will be expected to elect 11 
new officers (almost half the present 
number). Following their election all 
these elders and deacons, both new and 
old, will follow an intensive course of 
study in the church’s standards of doc- 





trine and government and all of them 
will conform to the ordination require- 
ments of the Book of Church Order. 
Now with the support of the commis- 
sion, it would seem that this wise and 
statesmanlike proposal of the Chapel Hill 
officers will offer an honorable and con- 
sistent solution to this difficult problem 
and, with the encouragement of the pres- 
bytery, the purpose which the commis- 
sion has in mind can be accomplished. 


On Burning the Bible 


A Fundamentalist Baptist pastor in 
North Carolina who does not co-operate 
in the work of the Southern Baptist 
Convention has made the headlines in 
the newspapers by threatening to burn 
a copy of the new RSV Bible—and then 
by burning a page containing Isaiah 
7:14. (The passage, by the way, is ac- 
curately translated according to the He- 
brew, as scholars have long recognized, 
and translated it. If the RSV translators 
had wanted to ‘“eliminate’’ the virgin 
birth they would have mistranslated 
Matt. 1:23. In both cases, however, 
they simply were interested in translat- 
ing the Hebrew and the Greek ac- 
curately.) 

This, of course, is not unique in 
Christian history. The Bible has been 
burned many times before—and by min- 
isters. Indeed, one of the interesting 
chapters in the history of the English 
Bible goes back to that first Bible pro- 
duced by William Tyndale which, with 
the aid of friendly merchants in Holland, 
he was able to ship back to England in 
bales and shipping boxes. The Bishop 
of London bitterly resented this or any 
other effort to put the Bible into the 
common tongue, and he set himself, 
through an agent who turned out to be 
Tyndale’s friend, to buy up all available 
English Bibles and to burn them. 

The Bishop got the Bibles, Tyndale 
got the money and the agent got the 
thanks of both. And, from the proceeds, 
Tyndale was able to go on to pay off his 
debts and to put himself in a better po- 
sition to provide more and more Bibles 
for his beloved people—thanks to the 
Bible-burning Bishop, who _ doubtless 
meant well, but in the light of history, 
was a sadly misguided man. 

So, it would seem, runs the story 
today. Applauded and encouraged by 
what someone has well called ‘‘ministers 
of schism’’ and a widely scattered or- 
ganization of professional ‘‘Fundamen- 
talists’’ who seek to build up their own 
organization by tearing down the con- 
structive work of others, these pathetic 
men have their say. Literally or figura- 
tively they burn their Bibles or put 
stumbling blocks in the way of the 
people who want a Bible, accurately 
translated, to speak to them in living 
language. Fearful that God cannot 
manage to reveal himself through his 
living Word, they snatch at the head- 
lines to intrude their personalities and 
their own little plans. It is an expensive 
luxury and a distressing one, but a man 
must live by the best light he has and 
if the light that is in him is faint and 
flickering then others may be made to 
falter along the way. 
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Footnote to Colossians 3:18—4:6 


COMMON SENSE IN A CHRISTIAN SAINT 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





GOOD BROTHER who seems to be 

a little overloaded with scholarship 

has come out with an article in 
which he argues, to his own satisfaction, 
that St. Paul could not have written 
Colossians. The letter is just not like 
the man, he says. 

What can he mean by that? 

In particular, he can’t see how Paul, 
who was a Saint if ever there was one, 
could have written the commonplace 
things in the end of chapter 3 and the 
beginning of chapter 4. Take out the 
references to the Lord (‘‘in the Lord,”’ 
“fearing the Lord,’’ and so forth) and 
what is left? Just good commonsense 
advice. Wives, yield to your husbands; 
children, obey your parents; masters, 
treat your servants fairly. . . . Just 
what any Roman of good sense might 
have written, or any Greek, or any Jew; 
or any American, whether he ever sees 
the inside of a church or not. What has 
become of the ecstatic, rapturous Paul? 
What is so ‘‘saintly’’ about such con- 
duct? 

It is not only plain humdrum advice 
(good, of course, though hardly bril- 
liant), but Paul doesn’t say a word here 
about the Spirit. It is this last point 
that bothers our scholarly critic most of 
all. Paul was a man who depended on 
the Holy Spirit and expected his converts 
to do the same. Walk in the Spirit, he 
said; pray in the Spirit, be led by the 
Spirit. That was the genuine Paul, writ- 
ing to the Galatians and others. Can 
that be the same Paul who passes out a 
column of advice without mentioning the 
Spirit once? Can the same Paul who 
would have us listen for the Spirit’s 
whisper, descend to the prosaic level of 
the obvious,‘ and ask us to be guided by 
simple decency, good humor and com- 
mon sense? 


CHOLARSHIP has its place, and 

should never be despised; but when 

you are analyzing a letter written 
by a living person to other living per- 
sons in real life-situations, however an- 
cient the letter may be, you need to be 
something of a student of human nature 
as well as a scholar. Furthermore, if 
the letter purports to be by a Christian 
pastor and missionary, you had better 
know how pastors and missionaries think 
and talk, before you say that an alleged 
author ‘‘could not’? have written this or 
that. 

The present writer is fortunate enough 
to have known a considerable number of 
saintly persons, persons who make the 
Holy Spirit credible. These include not 
a few missionaries, young and old, and 
quite a collection of pastors. Much the 
kind of person Paul was, in fact. (By 
“saintly” is not meant ‘‘perfect.’’ Paul 
himself must have been a hard man to 
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live with, at times, as Barnabas could 
tell you.) Yet, with a very few excep- 
tions, these Christian saints of the twen- 
tieth century are persons of common 
sense. They do not go into agonies of 
prayer about their plain duties. If they 
have to get up at six, they get up when 
the alarm rings and they don’t pray for 
light on the problem. If they hold down 
jobs, they will follow directions and di- 
rectives when they come from the proper 
authorities. If they employ labor, they 
treat the workers not as ‘‘hands’’ but as 
human beings. In general, they do just 
what Paul said do, only they hardly 
need his advice. In short: there is 
absolutely no contradiction between liv- 
ing by the Spirit and living by common 
sense. There is no conflict between con- 
templation of the Divine, and courtesy 
in human relations. There is no rule 
nor reason on earth why good people— 
saintly, high-level people—can’t be sen- 
sible. 


WO MORE THINGS need to be said. 

One is that it is very odd to find 

this particular letter singled out as 
not really Paul’s, when all of his 
acknowledged letters have this charac- 
teristic combination of the ‘‘spiritual’’ 
and the ‘‘sensible.’’ Writing to the Ro- 
mans, he can soar to the loftiest heights 
of spiritual insight in chapter 8, wind 
around where nobody can follow him in 


the tortuous arguments of chapters 9 
to 11, and come down then to the earthi- 
est commonplaces in the later chapters: 
Don’t be conceited—the teacher must 
mind his teaching—one who visits the 
sick must be cheerful—don’t get drunk 
—don’t argue with vegetarians—pay your 
taxes. .. . Dear me, can this be Paul? 
Yes, it’s Paul, the Rev. Dr. Paul, on 
his way home (as it were) from prayer- 
meeting, chatting on the sidewalk with 
his parishioners, passing out well-cut 
slices of common sense. If you are 
going to cast doubt on Paul’s authorship 
every time a letter with his name on it 
drops into common sense, you’ll have to 
do some fancy scissors- work clear 
through the file of his correspondence. 
Only then, of course, you would not have 
the real Paul. What gives his sanctity 
its peculiar aroma is just that old- 
fashioned homemade flavoring of plain 
or garden-variety common sense. 

And furthermore, when you come to 
look at it, this passage from Colossians 
is not mere simple Rotarian or advice- 
to-the-lovelorn commonplaces. There is 
another dimension to it. This is not 
common sense under a tight roof. It is, 
so to speak, open to the sky. Read it 
again, and linger a little over those 
words ‘‘in the Lord . . . unto the Lord.”’ 
The common sense of a Christian saint 
is a long way from enlightened selfish- 
ness, or the road of least resistance. It 
is even more than the principle of 
mutual aid. It is, in a word, intelligence 
operating under the eyes of Jesus. Does 
this make sense? is a good question. 

But a better question, and the one Paul 
always asked, is: Does this make sense 
—to Him? 
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Write for appointment. 











National Defense 
Will Be Strengthened by 
Christian Liberal Education 
Of Youth Prepared to Serve the Nation 


Write The Registrar — Southwestern At Memphis 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 








Box 38R. 





Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. 
Friendly fo nag attention. 
ri) 


Small classes. Tests and guidance. 


llege, Business Administration, Preparatory 
Apartments for married students. Korean veterans. 
Second semester begins January 28, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Maxton, North Carolina 














Kyodan (Japan) Adopts Creed 


The United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan) has adopted a creed. Up until 
this fall, this war-time Christian body, 
formed from 42 denominations, has been 
unable to agree upon such a statement. 
Furthermore, some of the constituent 
bodies have always opposed formal 
creeds on the grounds that they produce 
debates and divisions and make it diffi- 
cult to work for unity and the universal 
practice of Christian love. 

Because of this, informed persons look 
upon the agreement by the Kyodan as a 
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significant achievement. All of the 
churches in the united body, it is said, 
have believed in the Old and New Testa- 
ments as the inspired Word of God. They 
have used the Lord’s Prayer. They have 
used the same hymnal, a book represent- 
ing the best hymns produced in Chris- 
tendom. And, in their worship, they 
have joined in declaring the Apostles’ 
Creed. Now the Kyodan has its own 
creed which was agreed upon at its 
General Assembly late in October. At 
that meeting it was announced that 12,000 
new Christians were added to the United 
Church during the past year and that 
many new preaching places have been 
opened in towns where there had been 
no Christian work at all. 
The Kyodan’s creed follows: 


We believe that the Old and New Tes- 
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taments are inspired of God, testify to 
Christ, reveal the truth of the gospel, 
and are the only authorized Scripture 
which must be the foundation of the 
church. Therefore, the Bible, which is 
the Word of God, and gives us perfect 
knowledge about God and salvation, is 
the infallible standard for faith and liv- 
ing. 

The one and only God who is revealed 
by the Lord Jesus Christ and testified 
to in the Bible is to be worshipped as 
the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The Son became man, and for 
the salvation of us sinners was crucified 
and became our atonement by offering 
the only perfect sacrifice. 

God chooses us by his grace and jus- 
tifies us, forgiving our sins through faith 
in Christ alone. By this unchanging 
grace, the Holy Spirit sanctifies us, and 
makes us bring forth the fruits of right- 
eousness, and brings his work to perfec- 
tion. 

The church is the body of Christ and 
is the assembly of those who are called 
by his grace. The church maintains 
public worship, faithfully propagates the 
gospel, conducts the Holy Sacraments 
of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and 
as the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world, watches for the second coming 
of the Lord. Thus believing, we join 
the saints of old in confessing our faith 
as it is written in the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
Catholic church; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

Adopted Oct. 23, 1952. 


Twenty Per Cent of Income 
May Be Deducted This Year 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Taxpayers 
are being reminded by the U. S. Bureau 
of Internal Revenue that they can give 
up to 20 per cent of their 1952 gross in- 
come to religious, charitable, or educa- 
tional institutions and deduct it from 
their income in computing the Federal 
tax due on March 15. 


The Laborers Are Few 
... hence we sow in 
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The bureau’s 1952 edition of instruc- 
tions to income tax payers calls atten- 
tion to the fact that Congress has raised 
the previous limitation on charitable 
contributions from 15 per cent to 20 per 
cent. 

From the tax tables in the 1952 in- 
structions, it is possible to compute how 
much a contribution to a church, school, 
or charity will actually cost a taxpayer 
when he reports it on his income tax re- 
turn. 

Here’s how it actually figures out. The 
figures shown at the left are the tax- 
payer’s net taxable income (after de- 
pendency and business expense deduc- 
tions) and at the right how much each 
dollar given to a church or charity 
actually costs him: 


Income Cost 
$ 1,500 or less 78c per $1.00 
: fc ” 33 
5,000 Mc ” . 
10,000 62c ” . 
20,000 41c ” - 
30,000 34c ” - 
50,000 ze «| ° 
100,000 aac (°° a 
200,000 = * 3 
Over $200,000 8c ” - 


In order to obtain the benefit of chari- 
table contributions on 1952 deductions, 
actual payment before December 31 is 
necessary. A mere pledge is not suffi- 
cient. 

Corporations are allowed to deduct 
from corporate income tax returns up 
to 5 per cent of their net income. Under 
some circumstances, corporations can 
deduct payments made up to March 15, 
1952, from their 1952 returns. Most 
corporations will find their charitable 
contributions costing them less than 50 
cents on the dollar in 1952 because of 
tax deductions thereby gained. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 


Wm. P. Cooke from Greensburg, Pa., 
to 1432 Oakwood, Akron 1, Ohio. 

Pitser M. Lyons, II, Navy chaplain, 
now has this address: USS Brownson 
(DD 868), c FPO, New York. 

Texas, to 2717 Handley Dr., Ft. Worth, 
Texas. 

John R. MacKinnon, Air Force chap- 
plain, recently completed his work at the 
Ft. Slocum, N. Y., school and is assigned 
to the 72nd Air Base Squadron. 

John A. Wood from Sea View, Va., to 
the Jamestown church, Williamsburg 1, 
Va. 


T. E. Davis from Baltmore, Md., to 
465 Hamilton St., Gretna, La. 

J. F. Brown from McClellanville, S. C., 
to Lexington, N. C. 

J. W. Hassell, Greenville, N. C., pas- 
tor, stated clerk and executive secretary 
of home missions for Albemarle Presby- 
tery, was recently named general sec- 
retary for the same presbytery. 
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C. B. Yeargen, Jr., Meadville, Miss., 
has become pastor of the Happy, Texas, 
church. 


Wm. A. Cockerell, formerly of Throck- 
morton, Texas, is the new pastor at 
Clarendon, Texas. 


Robert G. Hall, who has been an Army 
chaplain, is temporarily at 200 Walhalla 
St., Westminster, S. C. 


Roger B. Gardien from Cynthiana, 
Ky., to Hillsboro, W. Va. 


R. Marshall Wilson, professor of Bible 
at Erskine College, has accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the First ARP 
Church, Charlotte, N. C. 


Cook Freeman, Friendship Church, 
Athens, Ga., is to become executive 
secretary of Athens Presbytery, Jan. 1. 


Warren Frederick Thuston, a chaplain 
in the Army since 1950, has been called 
to the Hendersonville, N. C., church to 
succeed L. T. Wilds, retired. 


AUSTIN LECTURES 


Frank W. Price, recently returned mis- 
sionary from China, will deliver the 
Westervelt lectures at Austin Seminary 
at the mid-winter period. Others to 
lecture during the week are John S. 
Whale of England and James D. Smart 
of Canada. 


T. A. Kantonen, of Wittenburg College, 
Ohio, will deliver the Settles lectures on 
missions and evangelism at Austin Sem- 
inary Jan. 5-8. 





famous ones. 


all: 1, 2, 3, 4 (above): 


MISSIONARIES 


Deaths: Robert Boyd of the Congo 
Mission died of polio in Leopoldville, 
Nov. 1. From Orange Texas, he went 
to the Congo last March. He is survived 
by his wife and small son. Mrs. William 
Junkin, retired missionary to Korea, 
died in Richmond, Va., Nov. 2. 

Furloughs: Charlotte McMurray and 
Florence Lewis, from the Congo Mission, 
arrived in this country Dec. 2; the Frank 
Vandegrifts arrived from the Congo 
late in November. The Ovid Bushes of 
Korea and Japan are now on furlough 
in Augusta, Ga., where Dr. Bush is tak- 
ing work at University Hospital. 

Sailings: Margaret Hopper, Willie 
Burnice Greene and Louise Miller sailed 
Dec. 3 for Korea, following furloughs in 
this country. 


TRIP 


Cecil A. Thompson, Columbia Semi- 
nary professor, and Ernest Mellor, 
seminary student, left Nov. 29 for a 
four-months tour of Brazil, the Congo, 
Portugal and other European points, 
speaking and visiting in missionary cen- 
ters. 


DEATH 

Mrs. John A. Garber, wife of the pas- 
tor of Clifton church, Atlanta, and 
mother of Professor Paul L. Garber of 
Agnes Scott College, died in Atlanta 
Nov. 22. 

Ellen E. Goodall Rennie, 84, widow 
of Joseph Rennie who died in 1943, died 
in Raleigh, N. C., Nov. 28. 


CHRISTMAS 
CARDS 


We have purchased a stock of con- 


No. 2—Christmas Stories; the most 


(1) If you order as an individual for your own or family needs: 
a $4 value for only $3.00. 


servative, desirable Christmas cards 
which will be a means of saving, or 
even a source of profit if re-sold, for 
some individual or civic organization. 


Here are the four assortments, each a $1 value: 
> 1—Original Paintings—beauti- 


No. 3—Panoramas, attractive, un- 
usual, inviting. 


No. 4—Scripture text, in good taste. 


Satisfaction or Money Back 


One each of 


(2) Or, for re-sale at $1.00 each, our price plus postage (indicate quantity of 
each item desired as numbered above): 
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—100 boxes or more, only 50c each 
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No. 20 in a series on congregational singing 


Gospel Songs: Conclusion 
By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


discussing the general subject of 
gospel songs. In my presentation 
of this rather controversial subject I 
have tried to be fair and constructive. 
Much more could be said but we should 
move along to other important areas of 
congregational singing. For those read- 
ers who may desire further information 
about gospel songs, the finest evaluation 
is in Dr. Louis Benson’s two excellent 
volumes, The English Hymn, pp. 482-492, 
and The Hymnody of the Christian 
Church, pp. 265-270. A strong denuncia- 
tion of inferior gospel songs is found in 
Poteat’s Practical Hymnology, pp. 56-116, 
and a generally favorable appraisal is 
in Church Music, by Lorenz, pp. 342-352. 
These books may be borrowed from most 
seminary libraries. 
Our goal is the cultivation of the spirit 
of Christian song in our people. We 


i YOR several months we have been 
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want these members of our congrega- 
tions to have a well-rounded, intelligent, 
vital Christian faith; and we want them 
to express this faith in confident joyful 
singing. We want our people to know 
and to love the heritage of representa- 
tive hymns of the centuries, shared alike 
by all evangelical Christians the world 
over. 


To accomplish this goal, the minis- 
terial and musical leadership of our 
denomination must first learn to know 
and to love this body of great hymns. 
Almost a half-million Christian hymns 
have been written. Of this vast collec- 
tion, only about 600 make their way into 
any single hymnal. Of these 600 hymns, 
an exceptional congregation may sing 
150. Therefore, next week we shall 
begin the publication of a list of 150 
great hymns of Christendom in order 
that readers of this column may know 
exactly what this writer considers a 
starting point or nucleus. 


The speed with which our denomina- 
tion approaches this goal of an adequate 
congregational song depends, partly at 
least, on our understanding and proper 
use of gospel songs. Earlier in this 
series it has been made clear that the 
writer feels that our denomination has 
veered from the path of a fully adequate 
hymnody. The restoration should be 
accomplished with as little tension as 
possible. 


It is vitally important that the leader- 
ship of each congregation maintain a 
proper proportion of gospel songs and 
hymns. This proportion will vary from 
church to church. It will depend partly 
on the tastes and inclinations of the 
minister and organist. The prevalence 
of nearby gospel song singing congrega- 
tions may increase the desire for similar 
songs. Certain areas of our General 
Assembly are more immersed in gospel 
songs than others. 


We must remember that we have a 
half-million or more members who cut 
their musical eyeteeth on gospel songs. 
To these people, these songs are church 
music. It is inconsiderate, to say the 
least, to cut such people off from the 
many spiritual experiences of childhood 
and youth through the associative power 
of singing gospel songs. Throughout our 
church we have many fine young church 
musicians who have studied music all 
their lives and may even have earned a 
degree in a choir college. Sometimes 
they tend to forget the limited back- 
ground of the man in the pew. This 
man really wants to sing and he will 
sing the finest hymns in existence if he 
is carefully taught. However, the edu- 
cational process must take into consid- 
eration the affection which this man has 
for gospel songs. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Wise Men Seek Jesus 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 238, 1952 


Matthew 2. Printed Text 2:1-12 


Last week we studied the opening 
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. The writer 
of this Gospel takes pains at the outset 
to remind us that Jesus was the son of 
David (whose seed, Nathan had pre- 
dicted, would establish a universal king- 
dom) and the son of Abraham, through 
whom, according to the divine promise, 
all mankind would be blessed. To Joseph, 
the betrothed husband of Mary, came 
the angel’s word, ‘‘You shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.’’ 

As we saw last week, Jesus saves his 
people—those who trust in him—from 
their sins, because he brings to man the 
life of God and the love of God. There 
is no other way to rid ourselves of the 
enemies within our own nature, and 
ultimately of the enemies without, than 
to yield ourselves to the God of love, 
who commands us to love our neighbors 
as ourselves, through Jesus Christ. Jesus 
is the son of Abraham, the son of David. 
He will bring in the universal kingdom; 
through him all mankind will be blessed, 


-because he will save his people from 


their sins. 


I. The Visit of the Wise Men, 2:1-12 


Matthew tells us that ‘‘when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the King, behold wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, say- 
ing, ‘‘Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews?’ ”’ 

The word translated ‘‘Wise Men’”’ 
(more properly Magi) was used origi- 
nally to designate the priestly tribe or 
caste among the Medo-Persians. They 
were the recognized teachers of religion 
and science and in the great Persian 
empire wielded the highest influence and 
power. As to science, they cultivated 
medicine and astronomy, especially in 
the form of astrology, which attempts to 
divine events still to come through the 
position of the stars, and many other 
forms of divination. The name came to 
be applied to persons of similar positions 
in other nations. 

Throughout the East at this time there 
was a widespread expectation of a uni- 
versal king and deliverer. The Baby- 
lonian astrologers actually expected him 
to come in the west, bringing in his 
train universal righteousness and peace 
and joy. The Jews were widely spread 
in the East and it may be that these 
particular astrologers were acquainted 
through them with Balaam’s prophecy 
in Numbers 24:17: ‘‘A star shall come 
forth out of Jacob, and a scepter shall 
rise out of Israel,’’ interpreted by the 
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Jews to refer to their promised Messiah. 
Jupiter and Saturn were in close con- 
junction three times in 7 B. C.; Halley’s 
Comet passed over the perihelion on 
October 8, 12 B. C. It was some such 
phenomenon, perhaps, which the wise 
men, according to the rules of their art, 
interpreted as portending the birth of a 
mighty king, and they set forth to find 
him and pay him homage. Finding a 
clue in Israel’s Messianic hope and in 
Balaam’s prophecy, they came at last 
after a two-year search in Jerusalem. 

Their appearance and their question 
startled the city and alarmed Herod. 
And no wonder, for his wicked reign was 
closing amid civil and domestic dis- 
affection. All through his days Herod 
had feared and taken prompt action 
against any possible rival. He acted 
now with characteristic shrewdness. 
First, he learned where the Jewish ruler 
was to be born and then he told the wise 
men (simple minded scholars, as he 
considered them) to return with exact 
information so that he too might go and 
worship. 

‘“‘When they had heard the king they 
went their way; and lo, the star which 
they had seen in the East went before 
them, till it came to rest over the place 
where the child was.’’ This of course is 
a poetical description. It was not the 
star that sent them to Bethlehem (it 
stood over all the villages of Palestine), 
but the directions of the chief priests 
and the scribes. 

‘‘When they saw the star’’ (perhaps it 
broke through obscuring clouds as they 
came into the village), ‘‘they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy; and going 
into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother (it was not on Christ- 
mas day, but some days later) and they 
bowed down and worshipped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”’ 
Frankincense was an aromatic gum, 
and among all the odors of antiquity it 
was the highest prized and the costliest. 
Harold N. and Alma N. Moldenke in 
their recent Plants of the Bible point out 
that frankincense was highly valued by 
the Egyptians and other ancient peoples 
for embalming and fumigating. It was 
always, and still is, the most important 
incense resin in the world. In ancient 
times it was obtained from trees grow- 
ing in southern Arabia, Abyssinia, So- 
maliland, India and the East Indies. 
Myrrh was also an aromatic gum se- 
cured from trees in Arabia, Abyssinia 
and the Somali coast of eastern Africa. 
The same authorities quoted above tell 
us that ‘‘it is bitter and slightly pungent 


to the taste and not at all palatable to 
Occidentals generally, but it was for a 
time esteemed in medicine as an as trin- 
gent tonic, and, externally, as a cleans- 
ing agent. In Oriental countries it is 
highly regarded as an aromatic sub- 
stance, perfume and medicine. The an- 
cient Egyptians burned it in their tem- 
ples and embalmed their dead with it. 
The classic Greeks and Romans made 
much use of it and its employment by 
the Hebrews in embalming is attested 
by the story of Nicodemus.’’ Gold, 
frankincense and myrrh were all ap- 
propriate gifts for a monarch. Since the 
gifts were threefold it has been univer- 
sally assumed that there were three of 
the Magi, but that is only a conjecture, 
as is the tradition that each one was a 
king. 


‘“‘Being warned in a dream not to re- 
turn to Herod,’’ says Matthew, ‘they 
departed to their own country by an- 
other way. 


The story of the Wise Men was told 
by Matthew, we assume, not only for its 
intrinsic interest, but also for its sym- 
bolic value. It suggests that there are 
many in heathen lands who seek for the 
divine king, and that the wisest and 
best of them will do homage to him if 
they succeed in finding him. It took 
great faith for the early disciples to 
believe that of their Master. But their 
faith has been verified in history. The 
wise men of the ages have poured out 
their treasures at the feet of Jesus and 
they will continue to do so as they learn 
to know him. Or, as Davies puts it, 
‘“‘Those men are deservedly called wise 
who realize that life reaches its zenith 
in the adoration of him who deserves the 
homage of our hearts and the choicest 
gifts that we can bestow.’’ ‘‘The fact 
that these men felt drawn to Jerusalem 
implies two fundamental facts, both very 
significant,’’ writes Wilbur M. Smith. 
“First, that their own wisdom and re- 
searches had never brought complete 
satisfaction to them. Secondly, there 
was something yet to be found that could 
bestow what their deepest longings 
called for. This has always been true 
in human history. Not until men find 
Christ, the truth, in whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
is the mind at rest, and that truth dis- 
covered which satisfiies.’’ The story sug- 
gests, too, that ‘‘where hearts are eager 
to find the king, there are always pro- 
vided signs which lead at last into his 
presence chamber. The method of guid- 
ance may be mysterious, but the fact 
is certain’? (Erdman). Marco Polo, 
writing in the late Middle Ages, tells of 
a Persian village from which, so the 
villagers claimed, the wise men started. 
The young king found, so they said, a 
young Christ; the king of middle years 
found a Savior of his own age; and the 
old king found in Christ an old com- 
panion. That too is a parable, for every 
age and every land find in Christ their 
own highest ideals. The story finally 
suggests that when we have found the 
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Christ we should worship him as King 
and give to him our best. 


Who were the Wise Men in the long ago? 


Not Herod, fearful lest he lose his 
throne; 
Not Pharisees too proud to claim their 


own; 
Not priests and scribes whose province 
was to know; 
Not money changers running too and fro; 
But three who traveled, weary and 
alone, 
With dauntless faith, because before 
them shone 
The Star that led them to a manger low. 


Who are the Wise Men now, when all is 
told? 
Not men of science; nor the great and 
strong; 
Not those who wear a kingly diadem; 
Not those whose eager hands pile high 
the gold; 
But those amid the tumult and the 


throng 
Who follow still the star of Bethlehem. 
—B. Y. Williams 


II. The Flight into Egypt, 2:13-23 


Matthew tells us that after the Wise 
Men’s departure Joseph and Mary, being 
warned of God in a dream, took the 
young child with them into Egypt. This 
was a natural move, for Egypt was thick 
with Jews, the exiles would find them- 
selves among friends, and Joseph, a 
carpenter, could easily earn a living. 

To us who know that the Baby Jesus 
was indeed the Lord, Joseph and Mary 
were an exceptional couple. But to 
those who passed them on the road, they 
were only Jewish refugees, one of those 
unnumberable families who from early 
times have been driven cruelly from 
. their homes. We thought that the suf- 
ferings of these weary refugees had 
reached a climax in the Middle Ages 
when country after country had expelled 
them from their borders. But it re- 
mained for Nazi Germany to reach the 
acme of cruelty. Only a fraction of the 
Jews in Germany and occupied lands 
survived. And the Nazi virus remains 
and continues to spread its poison even 
in our own land. 

Joseph and Mary were Jewish refu- 
gees. In a broader sense they are typi- 
cal of all refugees. There are many 





such in our world today, for whom no 
adequate support has yet been made. 
For years to come there will be those 
who are cold and hungry, without shel- 
ter, uprooted and scattered. Our sym- 
pathy for Joseph and Mary and their 
precious little burden means little in 
Jesus’ estimation if we close our hearts 
to these modern wanderers. ‘‘As you 
did it not to one of the least of these, 
you did it not to me.’’ 

Joseph and Mary escaped none too 
soon, for Herod, angry that the Wise 
Men had deceived him, but determined 
that his rival should not escape, gave 
notice that all the male children of 
Bethlehem, from two years old and 
under (it was probably two years since 
the Wise Men had first seen the Star) 
should be put to death. That was an 
atrocious act, but fully in accord with 
Herod’s character as known to us in 
secular history. He put to death so 
many of his sons, fearing that they 
would seize the throne, that Augustus 
Caesar, knowing that Jews ate no pork, 
once said, “It is better to be Herod’s 
pig (us) than his son (uios)’’ Bethlehem 
was a tiny village, and probably not 
more than a dozen were slain. They 
were only a handful compared to the 
thousands, the millions of innocent peo- 
ple slaughtered in our own day. 

Joseph and Mary remained in Egypt 
for more than a year; then, when the 
report of Herod’s death was brought to 
them, returned to Palestine. Hearing 
that Herod’s son, Archelaus, was reign- 
ing in Judea, they thought it best to re- 
turn to their old home in Nazareth. 

All of this, Matthew says, took place in 
order ‘‘that it might be fulfilled.’’ This 
phrase is used in the New Testament to 
call attention to some parallel event in 
the Old Testament as well as to point to 
the fulfillment of prophecy in the nar- 
rower sense. Here it is used in the 
former sense. The passage in 2:15 re- 
ferred originally not to Messiah, but to 
Israel’s own experience in Egypt (Hosea 
11:1). The passage in 2:18 originally 
represented Rachel, personifying all the 
mothers in Israel, weeping over her 
children carried captive into Babylonia 
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(cf. Jeremiah 31:15). 
mean that Jeremiah actually predicted 
the slaughter of the children in Bethle- 
hem. But it was womanhood, mother- 


Matthew does not 


hood, that Jeremiah saw weeping in 
Ramah, as the enemy carried away the 
sons and the daughters of Israel]; not a 
few sorrowing mothers, but innumerable 
mothers—all mothers, Rachel, the uni- 
versal mother, weeping as mothers have 
had to weep so often in the history of 
man’s inhumanity to man. Now Rachel 
was weeping over the children in Beth- 
lehem. She has wept on every conti- 
nent in our own day. She is weeping 
now in Korea, and China, and the United 
States, and many other lands as well. 
Do we weep with her or are our own 
eyes dry except when tragedy strikes in 
our own beloved circle? 

There is no prophecy in the Old Tes- 
tament that Jesus should be called a 
Nazarene. The reference in 2:23 is to 
Isaiah 11:1—a play on words, or else a 
general idea found in the prophets that 
the Messiah should be lowly and de- 
spised of men, an idea ‘‘fulfilled’’ in his 
being a Nazarene. 

The story of Joseph’s flight into Egypt 
shows us that Jesus began to encounter 
enemies at the beginning of his career. 
He is the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. He will establish a universal 
kingdom; through him all men will be 
blessed. But he will meet opposition. 
That opposition which began with Herod, 
in the end brought him to the cross. In 


one form or another it has continued to. 


the present. Herod sought to destroy 
the Christ-child; he was ready to de- 
stroy any number of children that he 
might retain his power, his wealth, his 
position. The successors of Herod sit 
today in the high places of the earth; 
they are found in all nations and in all 
strata of society. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying ‘‘Those who 
sought the child’s life are dead.’’ They 
died, Herod and Nero and Hitler and 
many like them; but others have arisen 
to take their place and they will con- 
tinue to do so. The kingdom is not yet 
come; mankind is not yet blessed. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 
Give heart and soul and mind and 
strength 
To serve the King of kings. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
His kingdom tarries long. 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong. 


Rise up, O Men of God! 
The church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task; 
Rise up and make her great! 


Lift high the cross of Christ! 
Tread where his feet have trod; 
As brothers of the Son of Man, 
Rise up, O men of God! 
—William Pierson Merrill. 


Lesson commentary based on ‘International 
Sunday School Lessons: the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching,”’ copy- 
righted 1952 by the Division of Christian 
Education, National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. Scripture quotations 
are from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINK- 
ING. By Norman Vincent Peale, Pren- 
tice-Hall, Inc., New York, 1952. 276 pp., 
$2.95. 

Doubtless there are more ways than 
one to look at a book like this, and per- 
haps this reviewer has chosen a wrong 
one. Nevertheless, the book is disap- 
pointing to one who, knowing the author 
to be an ordained minister in an ‘‘old 
line’’ denomination, had expected it to 
be frankly religious. It is simply an- 
other of the ‘‘How-to-get-things’’ books, 
with a_ different lure — half - disguised 
Christianity. The theme is, ‘‘Believe and 
succeed.”’ 


It is full of ‘‘faith,’’ but this seems 
to be chiefly faith in self, or perhaps 
success. It certainly is not the faith 
that makes humble Christians believe 
that man’s chief end is to glorify God. 
Of Christian humility, there is none in 
the book. But then, the author makes 
the statement that Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer is a modest man. 


“Prayer’’ is a major item throughout, 
but it is very incomplete prayer—usually 
childish, selfish petition for some imme- 
diate desire, without praise, confession, 
intercession, or thanksgiving. The author 
expresses the belief that people are 
praying more today. He thinks the rea- 
son is simply that ‘‘they find it adds to 
personal efficiency.’’ He makes prayer 
seem merely a means of acquisition—not 
worship. 

Little is said about worship in the book. 
Sometimes it seems as if God is kept 
purposely in the background, a ‘‘Higher 
Power’”’ being substituted. Perhaps this 
is to avoid frightening away the sophisti- 
cates who have a “‘set’’ against religion 
—trying to get them in through a side- 
door entrance. For these, there is also 
much use of the word ‘‘scientific’’— 
“scientific spiritual practice,’’ ‘‘the scien- 
tific use of prayer,’’ even ‘‘scientific 
prayer.’’ There is reference to ‘‘prayer 
formulas,’’ ‘‘prayer techniques,’’ and 
“the technique of spiritual science.”’ 

In all the many cases used as illustra- 
tions in the book, the persons who are 
led to try the new approach are already 
in trouble. Invariably they become suc- 
cessful, the inference being that they 
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have achieved ‘‘faith.’’ But nothing is 
said about any gratitude being due to 
God after their prayers have been an- 
swered. Buried somewhere in the pages 
of the book there is the advice to go to 
church, but it receives no emphasis. 
And no one who has been helped is re- 
ported to have become active in the 
church—the one institution that fosters 
the thing that these people have turned 
to in their helplessness and desperation. 
There are two things that are sure to 
raise false hopes in certain readers: no 
failures are recorded, and the cases are 
so condensed that the results always 
seem to be almost instantaneous. 
THOMAS A. FITZGERALD. 
Columbia, S. C. 


THE CALL OF ALL NATIONS. By 
St. Prosper of Aquitaine. Translated and 
annotated by P. De Letter. The New- 
man Press, Westminster, Md. 234 pp. 
$3.25. 

The Newman Press is rendering a very 
great service to Christian theology in 
its series of ‘‘Ancient Christian writers— 
The Works of the Fathers in Transla- 
tion’’—edited by Professors Quasten and 
Plumpe of the Catholic University of 
America. 

This is the 14th volume in the series, 
and, like its predecessors, provides a 
complete scholarly apparatus—including 
introduction, translation and notes. 

Prosper, a friend and disciple of Au- 
gustine, attempts to reconcile God’s will 
for the salvation of all men and the doc- 
trine of predestination, which had been 
attacked by semi-Pelagians, with the 
patent fact that a considerable portion 
of mankind is lost. He finds a partial 
solution in the idea of a general grace, 
available to all (Prosper’s most original 
contribution) and of a special grace of- 


CHURCH ARCHITECTURE 
-LINTHICUM ¢ LINTHICUM 


“SANCTUARY 4 CHURCH - SCHOOL: PLANNING- 
DRAFTING: STUDIOS « RALEIGH-N-C & WHITE: OAK: N-C 


“ADDRESS: 
« CAPITAL: CLUB BLD G- RALEICH-N-C: 














“Dpnman? 


Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 
be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes. 


Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
dially invite your inquiry. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 E.Main St. i) Richmond,Va. 








fered only to the elect. But why was 
special grace not given to the non-elect? 
Prosper replies that this is not for man 
to know. He hints, but does not develop 
the idea that it may be because the non- 
elect have turned away from God’s com- 
mon grace. 

Prosper’s work is an important link 
in the development of the moderate Au- 
gustinian theology which finally tri- 
umphed at the Synod of Orange. It is 
presented in English translation here for 
the first time. It will prove of great 
interest to theologians; but is a bit too 
technical for the average layman. 
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this Moment 


in this 


A new authorized version of the Bible— 
more accurate and easier to read—that preserves 
the timeless beauty of the King James translation 


We give gifts at Christmas to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus nearly 2000 years ago. 
Yet how often do we choose a gift in keep- 
ing with the real meaning of Christmas? 

This year you can solve your gift prob- 
lems with the most appropriate Christ- 
mas gift of all . . . the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible. 

Here is a Bible that tells the glorious, 
ever-new story of Jesus in the language 
we use today, yet a Bible that is faithful 
to the earliest known manuscripts. 


Easier to read 

Ninety-one Bible scholars cooperated in 
the fourteen-year-long labor to recover 
the full meaning of the Bible, and free 
it from outdated expressions that make 
it hard to understand. (Did you know, 
for instance, that in King James’ time 
“by and by” meant immediately? That a 
man’s “‘conversation”’ meant his conduct?) 

In the 341 years since the King James 
Version, dramatic discoveries of ancient 
manuscripts have shed new light on the 
Scriptures. The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion is based on the most authoritative 
manuscripts—some earlier than any pre- 


NAME ..... 
ADDRESS 


peer e wm em mee meee eee ee eee een 


— 
for) 


( ) Check or Money Order enclosed 


viously known. In a sense, it is 
our oldest Bible. 


Perfect gift 
for young and old 


In these anxious days, the Bible 
offers a practical antidote for 
sorrow, cynicism, and despair. 
But the King James Version is 
often difficult reading. 
For those who too seldom 
open their Bible because the way it is 
written makes it hard to understand, the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
can bring an exciting new experience. 
Direct, understandable language quick- 
ens each verse to glorious meaning... 
yet the poetic beauty of the King James 
Version is preserved. The Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible is ideal for chil- 
dren. There are no obscure old-fashioned 
phrases to confuse young people or dull 
their eagerness to read. And many devout 
readers of the King James Version praise 
the richer understanding this new ver- 
sion has brought them. This Christmas 
let it bring renewed inspiration to you 
and those you love. 


The Presbyterian Outlook—1 N. 6th St.—Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send me the following number of copies of the Revised 
Standard Version of the HOLY BIBLE 
....-... Buckram Edition—$6.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 
... Leather Edition—$10.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 
. Two-Volume Old Testament—$5.00 per set 
Matching New Testament—$2.50 per copy 


() Charge () C.0.D. 





World 


Authorized by the 
National Council of 
the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S. A. 


Choose from two handsome editions 


Buckram edition—Printed on the finest Bible 
paper; bound in rich maroon buckram with a 
Sturdite spine stamped in genuine 23-karat 
gold. The clear, legible type called Electra 
(the first time this highly readable type has 
been used in any Bible) has plenty of white 
space between the lines. $6.00 

Two-Volume Old Testament — Matches the 
large one-volume New Testament, with large, 
readable type set across the page. Bound in 
rich blue cloth, $5.00 the set. One-volume 
New Testament to match, $2.50. 


NOW AVAILABLE... 
At The Presbyterian Outlook 


A supply of: 
The Buckram Edition 
The 2-volume Old Testament 
The New Testament 


Leather-bound volumes expected 
before long. 


ANYWAY, gift certificates will 
be sent to anyone on your list in 
case an order cannot be filled 
promptly, assuring the recipient of 
the earliest possible service. 
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